NMRLC Williamsburg 


Comprising the Naval Medical Readiness Logistics Enterprise 


Naval Medical Readiness Logistics Command 


‘We support readiness by providing deployable medical systems, high-quality 
eyewear and ophthalmic devices, and fleet logistical solutions. 


‘We will be Navy Medicine’s premiere integrated medical logistics support activity. 


The Reason for Our Success Is Our People 


ne tae Pag 
NMRLC NORA Detachment Yorktown’ s HN Taylor Smith (second from left) 


The Navy Eye community received this note from Cmdr. Joshua Keil onboard the USNS 
Comfort during Continuing Promise ’22. As you know our very own HN Taylor Smith is on 
board. She and many of you were instrumental in preparing the CP22 crew for mission suc- 
cess: “Cmdr. Engesser and I, and our great team of the three opticians (HM1 Debarr, HM2 
Gomez and HN Smith), have finished seeing patients in Guatemala and Honduras. I feel grate- 
ful for this opportunity. I hope that our optometry community appreciates what an opportunity 
these missions are. In my opinion, this is why one joins the Navy—to see the world, experi- 
ence shipboard life and time at sea, and to get the good vibes of truly helping people every 
day, people who REALLY need it. It’s amazing how many older people in countries such as 
these have stopped reading or doing near work simply because they lack basic readers that we 
take for granted in the U.S. Every day I feel that using very basic optometry skills (auto- 
refractors, flipper lenses, and clinical experimentation), I am able to positively change people’s 
lives. Occasionally, we get a child who is myopic, and everyone knows what it’s like to give 
glasses to a child like that for the first time—that child’s life is absolutely changed. Obviously, 
the days can be long and hot and it’s not always glamorous, but I know there are thousands of 
optometrists in America who would love an opportunity like this. I also know that when I 
finally hang up my uniform for the last time and people ask me what it’s like to be in the Navy 
and whether I saw the world and spent time at sea, I will absolutely be able to answer those 
questions. Cmdr. Engesser or I will pass more updates as time passes. We are heading to 
Columbia now. We have A LOT of glasses left and hopefully we can change even more lives 
in the next country.” 


NMRLC NORA Detachment Yorktown @ Armed Forces Optometric Society's Annual Meeting 


NMRLC Det NORA Yorktown’s HM? Angel 
' Martinez and HN Maxwell Church represented 
my the DoD Optical Fabrication Enterprise (OFE) at 
the Armed Forces Optometry Society (AFOS) 
meeting as part of the larger American Academy 
of Optometry’s (AAO) annual meeting where 
over 3,000 optometric physicians from across the 
globe attended. They provided information to 
over 50 Air Force, Army, and Navy optometrists 
: on the services provided by the OFE and the sys- 
time used to access those services. The attached photo shows their information booth and 
(from left to right) HM2 Angel Martinez, Immediate Past President of AFOS Dr. Chris 
Cordes (Commander Public Health Service), and HN Maxwell Church. 


Petty Officer 1st Class Kyle Hugo, a Biomedi- 
cal Equipment Quality Assurance technician, “Ze 
piloted his way into six more years of loyal, dedi- = . we =— 
cated service when, at the controls of the Piper =a 
Archer single engine aircraft flown by him, served | 
as the ceremony’s location. 

Lt. Cmdr. Michael Lucas, Naval Medical 
Readiness Logistics Command's (NMRLC) Oper- 
ations Director, flew with Hugo and was the reen- 
listing officer. Captured in a photograph, the 
expression on Lucas’ face tells the story of con- 
ducting a reenlistment ceremony 2,000 feet off the 
ground. 

“Tt was a unique experience,” Lucas said. “I 
actually anticipated performing this ceremony 
because I am not aware of another enlisted Sailor 
pilot who flew an airplane while reciting the oath 
of reenlistment.” 

Both he and Hugo are assigned to NMRLC, 
which is responsible for building and maintaining 
rapidly deployable medical systems to support 
contingency operations, humanitarian assistance, 
and real-world events and exercises around the 
globe. 


